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Newtownhamilton High School Celebrates Success and a Secure Future 
  
Newtownhamilton High School assembly hall was packed on Thursday 14th November 2012 
as the school celebrated another year of success, secure in the knowledge that the future of 
the school was assured. 
 
After an act of worship conducted by Chairman Rev Wilson and supported by Canon 
Moore, Principal Garnet Mullan presented his report.  After welcoming guest speaker Mr 
Aidan McCormick (SELB Entitlement Framework Adviser), Mrs Noella Murray (St Paul’s 
High School Bessbrook) and Mr Kevin Scally (St Joseph’s High School Crossmaglen), Mr 
Mullan spoke of the challenges facing educationalists. 
 
Regarding the Entitlement Framework, he reported that through collaboration the school 
was already delivering 28 courses.  In terms of quality, over 80% of pupils for the 4th year 
running had achieved 5 GCSEs at grades A*-C; pupil numbers had risen again in October 
2012. 
 
In their Viability Audit, SELB had recognised that the school served an isolated community.  
Great comfort had been taken from publication of the Area Planning Proposals, which 
clearly stated on Pg56-57 that “It would be the intention of the SELB to retain 
Newtownhamilton High School”. 
 
Mr Mullan again reiterated that Newtownhamilton High remained a controlled school with 
an emphasis on providing a broad based education within a Christian environment and based 
on principles found in the Bible.  He stated that it was good to have our own heritage; it 
was also good to be able to celebrate our culture and tell others about what we believe in an 
atmosphere of mutual respect.   
 
Whilst a further challenge had been the ETI Standard Inspection in May 2012, the “Very 
Good” classification of the school was the right outcome at the right time. 
 
Mr Mullan spoke of the biggest challenge to the school in 2011-12 as being the tragic death 
of Year 12 pupil James Henry just before Christmas and paid tribute to the family who had 
been courageous and generous in the donation of a trophy in memory of James.  The school 
was also delighted to receive the gift of a trophy for the best vocational education pupil 
from Mrs Nessie McNiece, who is a well-known and respected member of the 
Newtownhamilton community.   
 
He acknowledged with gratitude the efforts of the School Association, who had raised 
£2000 in the past year.  The support of everyone for their efforts is greatly appreciated by 
all in the school. 
 
Regarding the class of 2012, A* pupils included Sarah Hamilton, Ashleigh Henry, Jennifer 
King, Kathryn Leyburn and Leah McNiece, with A grades being obtained by Judith 
Copeland, Adam Geary, Emma Henderson, Emma Kirkland, Amy Knight, Janice Knight, Jill 
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McCullough, Kirsty Warnock, Chloe Johnston, Darren Warnock and Sarah Watt. Further 
successes in the school can be followed every week by logging on to the school website - 
www.newtownhamiltonhigh.co.uk   
 
In closing, he thanked all who supported the school either publicly or privately and 
reminded past pupils of the challenge to live their lives according to the Biblical principles 
that they had been taught over the previous 5 years.   
 
Head Girl Jodie Riddle spoke about the school’s work in STEM, the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme and many of the competitions, events, trips and memorable experiences of 
the previous year, including the success of her own year group in winning the SELB Tug 0 
War competition.  Head Boy Timothy Walker spoke eloquently of other sporting successes 
and school trips and encouraged pupils to become involved in the extra curricular life of the 
school. 
 
During the presentation of the prizes, Mrs Edith Henry was invited on stage.  She spoke 
movingly about James and how much she valued the support that she had received from the 
community, mentioning in particular Form Teacher Mr Sloan. 
 
In his address, Mr McCormick paid tribute to the vision that had been displayed in the 
school as they had tackled the challenge of the Entitlement Framework and how 
collaboration between schools in South Armagh was working effectively. 
 
Delightful musical items were contributed by clarinettist Ruth Ferris and the School 
Chamber Choir, ably directed and supported by Miss Graham and Mrs Laverty.  At the end 
of the evening, visitors enjoyed refreshments prepared by Mrs Sharon Porter and her 
workers, served by staff in the school. 
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