
 

 

Thursday 6th January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Firstly, I wish you and your family a Happy New Year.  Unfortunately, it appears that the early months 
of 2022 are going to be dominated by COVID-19 and once again it will impact on school life.  Please 
therefore find below some important information which you should share and discuss with your child.   
 
Revised NI Executive Guidance 
 
School aged children who are not fully vaccinated 

 There is revised guidance on self-isolation for school aged children who are not fully 
vaccinated and have been identified as a close contact.  These pupils are advised to isolate 
and take a lateral flow device (LFD) test as soon and possible.  If this test is negative, they can 
stop isolating but should continue to take daily tests until the tenth day after the last date of 
contact with the positive case.  The lateral flow should be taken before your child leaves the 
house for the first time each day. 

 If at any time your child develops symptoms, they should isolate immediately and book a PCR 
test even if the lateral flow test is negative. 

 If any lateral flow test is positive, your child must isolate immediately for 7 days.   
 
School aged children who are fully vaccinated 

 Fully-vaccinated school aged children (more than 14 days since they 
received the second dose) who have been identified as a close contact 
of a positive case should isolate and take a lateral flow device (LFD) 
test as soon as possible.   

 If this is negative your child can stop isolating but should continue to take daily lateral flow 
tests until the tenth day after the last date of contact with the positive case. 

 The lateral flow should ideally be taken before they leave the house for the first time each 
day.  If any lateral flow test is positive, they should isolate immediately for 7 days. 

 
Preparation for Possible Remote Learning 
You will be aware from media reports that many of my Principal colleagues are experiencing staffing 
shortages.  Fortunately, we are currently in a positive position but I am mindful that things can change 
very quickly and so we all have to be ready for the possibility of Remote Learning for selected year 
groups.   

 
It is therefore important that pupils know how to access the relevant online 
learning materials on Google Classroom by noting the different subject access 
usernames and passwords.  Our teachers will again be sharing this information 
with pupils early in the new term.     
 

If an individual child or a small number of pupils within a class have to isolate, our teachers will 
support these pupils as much as possible, however, clearly in these circumstances teachers will be 
continuing to teach all classes during the school day so expectations must be realistic. 
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Face Coverings in School 
The Department of Education strongly recommends that post-primary pupils 
wear a face covering at all times when inside school buildings, including 
classrooms, corridors and confined communal spaces such as toilet areas.  
 
I have still to meet anyone who enjoys wearing a face covering but it is 
important that we all play our part while in school in order to protect those 
pupils and staff members who are clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV).  
Parents should contact me if their child is medically exempt.   
 
Years 9-10 & 11 Online Parent-Teacher Meetings 
 

Years 9 & 10: Tuesday 11th January 2022 (3.30-6.00pm)* 
Year 11: Tuesday 18th January 2022 (3.30-6.00pm)*  

 
*Note that finishing time is 6.00pm and not 6.30pm as previously advised. 

 
Hopefully, the above events will continue with suitable staffing levels (it is noted that all 
appointments for Mrs Flanagan are cancelled).  Reminder that our online booking system is now open 
with a booking link and relevant materials available on the home page of the school website.   
 
Year 12 Mock Exams / Assessment Tasks 
At this stage, I am holding back on finalising arrangements for Year 12 Mock Examinations – more 
info will hopefully follow soon.  However, I can confirm that Year 12 pupils will be completing some 
type of formal assessment (under controlled conditions) in the near future.  
 
GCSE exams are still scheduled to take place in Summer 2022, although there is a possibility that the 
Department of Education may implement a similar type Centre Determined Grades system which was 
used in Summer 2021.  If this happens, the outcomes from this future testing will be used as 
evidence for teachers to create final GCSE grades and therefore I strongly encourage pupils to use 
their spare time productively to prepare for any testing.   
 
Open Night 2022 
Unfortunately, our Open Night scheduled for Thursday 20th January 2022 has been cancelled due to 
COVID-19.  Promotional materials will be distributed to Primary 7 parents/guardians via our main 
contributory primary schools and will also be available to view on our website from Wednesday 12th 
January 2022.   

 
It is noted that the EA online portal for post-primary applications 
opens on Tuesday 1st February 2022 at 12 noon and closes at 
4.00pm on Wednesday 23rd February 2022.  Prospective 
parents/guardians are welcome to contact me to discuss any 
aspect of the school and/or the post-primary transfer process.  

 
Mid-Term Holidays 
Pupils will finish for the mid-term holidays at 3.00pm on Friday 11th February 2022 and return to 
school on Monday 21st February 2022. 
 
Finally, I am anticipating a challenging 5 weeks until the mid-term holidays and therefore I ask for 
your continued patience and support as we attempt to navigate our way through these uncertain 
times. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Neil Megaw 

 

Principal 


